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THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW 
ALBANY, INDIANA, HELD ITS REGULAR MEETING ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 
2006 IN THE ASSEMBLY ROOM ON THE THIRD FLOOR OF THE CITY-COUNTY 
BUILDING. 
 
PRESENT:  Anthony B. Toran, President, Steve LaDuke, Chas Hunter, Police Chief Merle 
Harl, Traffic Division Supervisor Officer Joe Lewis, Code Enforcement Officer Pam Badger, 
Deputy Fire Chief Stanley Mason, City Clerk Marcey Wisman, Assistant Street Department 
Director Gary Becht, Flood Control Director Ron Granger, Drainage Department Director Buddy 
Norton, Building commissioner Paul Roberts, Controller Kay Garry, Sewer Billing director 
Kelly Welsh, and Animal Shelter Director David Hall.  
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mr. Toran called the meeting to order at 10:03. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

 
Item #1 - George Rall, 812-786-4066 re: Vendor’s Permit request to sell gumbo at a booth 
on the corner of 4th and Market (Hugh E. Bir’s) during Harvest Homecoming. 
 
Mr. Rall addressed the board and requested a Vendor’s permit to sell gumbo at a booth on 4th 
and Market.  He has had the booth for the past 3 years and he was advised that he needed to get a 
permit.  He reported that he has always gotten his health permits and fire permits. 
 
Mr. Toran stated that he received a call last year that there was a problem with him being 
located on a sidewalk and his booth did not meet fire code. 
 
Mr. Rall stated that he does not have any open flames and last year he moved his booth to an 
empty lot across the street. 
 
There was a lengthy discussion regarding where he could place his booth that did not block 
the sidewalk. 
 
Mr. Toran asked Mr. Rall to apply with the Harvest Homecoming for booth before they make a 
decision on this issue. 
 
Item #2 - Mark and Angela Smith, 534 Hoffman Drive, 981-0092, re:  request to have 
neighborhood roads paved. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith approached the board and presented pictures of their neighborhood 
showing damage to the street. 
 
Mr. Smith reported that he has discussed this with the developer and have been told that they 
were not going to put the finish coat on the road until the development is finished.  However, he 
said that there is only one lot left that is really not suitable for a house. 
 
Mr. Toran reported that they are currently looking at streets that need to be paved and they will 
add this to the list. 
 
Mr. Smith asked if it was the city’s or the developer’s responsibility to put the top coat on this 
street. 
 
Mr. LaDuke stated that he does not believe it was the city’s responsibility but they would need 
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to check with the Planning and Zoning Commission to be sure. 
 
Item #3 - Jeffrey Marhafer, Bennett House, re: sign for Bennett House on the corner of 
Kamer Miller Road and Horne Avenue. 
 
Mr. Marhafer, administrator of Bennett House, reported that they host a lot of in services and 
seminars and people have a problem finding their business.  He would like to put a sign on the 
corner of Kamer Miller and Horne Avenue.  He has a letter from Mr. Ballew who owns the 
property at that corner giving them permission to place the sign on this corner, but he did not 
know if he should put the sign in the easement or actually on Mr. Ballew’s property. 
 
After conferring with John Rosenbarger from Planning and Zoning the Board instructed 
Mr. Marhafer that he would need to discuss this with the County Engineer, Gordon 
Martin.  
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Item #1 - Michael Shrout re: Martin Drive 
 
Mr. Shrout did not appear. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS - CITY OFFICIALS: 
 
Mr. Kay Garry presented claims for January 20 through February 23 in the total amount of 
$5,104,536.75. 
 
Mr. LaDuke moved to approve, Mr. Hunter second, all voted in favor. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC: 
 
Adam Sprecher, reported that clean up still needs to be done on 1817 Conservative and the 
Building Commissioner informed him that he would need to check with the board on the 
demolition of this property.   
 
Mr. Toran stated that the Board is not the Building Commissioner and does not have the answer 
to this question.  He stated that after the meeting he will go with him to look over the file. 
 
Mr. Sprecher reported that he went to Redevelopment meeting and they have $25,000 available 
for unsafe housing and Mr. Roberts just needs to request the money to tear down a house.  Also, 
CHDO has grant money coming in that could be used to demolish houses. 
 
There was a lengthy discussion regarding alternative monies available for unsafe houses. 
 
Greg Roberts, ESNA, asked for an up-date on 1018 E. Elm Street. 
 
Mr. Toran reported that on January 17 Mr. Neihoff was sent a violations letter and he requested 
an extension which was denied.  He was sent a letter stating that he will be charged with a class 
A misdemeanor and will be fined no less than $100 a day or more than $1,000 a day until the 
violations are corrected.  He reported that a task force went out this morning and looked at 
several properties as well as this one that are in need of intervention. 
 
Mr. Roberts stated that they will be holding a seminar regarding what a violation is and the 
procedures that have to be followed to get anything done about it and they would like the city to 
be co-sponsors. 
 
Mr. Toran said that he though it was a good idea and get with him about the details. 
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Ms. Valla Ann Bolovshak asked for an up-date on Martin Drive. 
 
Mr. Toran reported that he will be meeting with Floyd Memorial tomorrow. 
 
BIDS: 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
 
There were no minutes to approve. 
ADJOURN: 
 
There being no further business to go before the board, the meeting adjourned at 10:35 
a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_____________________________   _______________________________ 
Anthony B. Toran, President   Marcey Wisman, City Clerk 
Board of Public Works & Safety   Civil City of New Albany, Indiana 


